
 

Reading Scheme Information 

The spine of the reading scheme is made up of books from Oxford 

Reading Tree and Collins, however these are supplemented and 

enhanced by books from various other schemes which target 

specific areas of reading for example boy readers and non-fiction 

texts.  

 

Phonics 

We use a systematic phonics programme called Letters and Sounds.  

We use a range of resources and do not follow a specific scheme. 

Letters and Sounds is divided into 6 phases, with each building on 

the skills and knowledge of previous learning. 

Phase 1  

This paves the way for systematic learning of phonics and usually 

starts in nursery or playgroup.  

 

 Phase 2 

 In this phase children will continue practising what they have 

learned from Phase 1, including ‘sound-talk’. They will also be taught 

the sounds (phonemes) for a number of letters (graphemes), which 

sound is represented by which letter and that a sound can be 

represented by more than one letter, for example, /ll/ as in b-e-ll. 

Now the children will be seeing letters and words, as well as hearing 

them. They will be shown how to make whole words by pushing 

magnetic or wooden letters together to form little words, reading 

little words on the interactive whiteboard and breaking up words 

into individual sounds, which will help their spelling.  



These will be simple words made up of 2 sounds e.g am, at, it or 3 

sounds e.g cat, rug, sun, tick, bell.  

Tricky words They will also learn several tricky words: the, to, am, I, 

go, no. 

 

Phase 3  

The purpose of this phase is to:  

• teach more graphemes, most of which are made of two letters, for 

example, ‘oa’ as in boat  

• practise blending and segmenting a wider set of CVC words, for 

example, fizz, chip, sheep, light 

 • learn all letter names and begin to form them correctly  

• read more tricky words and begin to spell some of them  

• read and write words in phrases and sentences. CVC words 

containing graphemes made of two or more letters Here are some 

examples of words your children will be reading: tail, week, right, 

soap, food, park, burn, cord, town, soil. 

Phase 4 /5 

Children continue to practise previously learned graphemes and 

phonemes and learn how to read and write: CVCC words: tent, damp, 

toast, chimp and CCVC words: swim, plum, sport, cream, spoon They 

will be learning more tricky words and continuing to read and write 

sentences together. Tricky words: said, so, do, have, like, some, 

come, were, there, little, one, when, out, what 

They will learn that most letters and combinations of letters 

(graphemes) can represent more than one sound. For example, the 

grapheme ea can be read as /ee/ as in leaf or /e/ as in bread. This 

supports their reading development. Good phonics knowledge and 



skills help your child to read words fluently and spell words, but they 

need to understand what they are reading and understand the 

processes and purposes for writing too. Your help is vital here. 

 


