
 

Year 4 Literacy - Autumn Term 

Autumn 1 Overview 

Class Texts:  
1) ‘How to Live Forever’ by Colin Thompson 
2) ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 

 
Week beginning  Curriculum coverage  

w/c 2.9.19  Identify literacy targets and share expectations. 

 Know how to follow the school’s cursive handwriting policy. 

 Listen and transcribe sentences dictated by the teacher. 

w/c 9.9.19 ‘How To Live Forever’ by Colin Thompson (please avoid reading the text in advance 
to allow for maximum impact in lessons). 

 Understand the importance of visual clues in picture books.  

 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Independently use a dictionary to check the meaning of words. 

 Know that an author chooses words carefully for effect. 

w/c 16.9.19  Use a range of sentence structures for effect. 

 Discuss the writing of an author before attempting to adopt a similar style of 
writing. 

 Know how different word classes work together and be able to change word 
order for effect. 

 Understand the purpose and conventions of a debate. 

w/c 23.9.19  Identify key arguments and structure them effectively. 

 Speak persuasively to a large audience. 

 Use evidence from a text to make and justify predictions. 

 Understand the conventions of direct speech and be able to apply them 
when writing. 

 Use adverbial and adjectival phrases for effect. 

w/c 30.09.19  Identify questions to ask in order to develop a better understanding of a 
text. 

 Draft, write, evaluate and edit an alternative ending to a story. 

 Retrieve and record information, justify inferences with evidence from the 
text and discuss preferences. 

w/c 7.10.19 ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 

 Ask questions about the thoughts and actions of characters to improve 
understanding of the text. 

 Identify and discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest. 

 Track how a character’s emotions and feelings change throughout a text. 

w/c 14.10.19  Discuss, understand and explain the meaning of words in context. 

 Identify the main ideas drawn from one or more paragraphs and summarise 
them. 

 Understand the thoughts and feelings of characters and use this to predict 
their actions. 

 Plan writing similar to that of the work we are studying. 

 Organise ideas around a theme. 

w/c 21.10.19  Be able to write a diary entry from the point of view of a character.  

 Listen to and discuss more challenging fiction and express views. 

 Convey what we know about a topic through the medium of poetry in the 
form of an acrostic poem. 

Please be aware that planning is reviewed after each session and is adapted to meet the needs of the children. 
Therefore, there may be some changes to the week in which learning outcomes are addressed. 



 


