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Rationale: 

As a school we recognise that handwriting is an important skill and children’s ability to write fluently for the 

rest of their lives depend on a good foundation of taught handwriting in the early years of their education. 

We believe that handwriting is a developmental process with its own distinctive stages of progression from 

readiness for handwriting, through to letter joins, practicing speed and fluency and higher presentation skills. A 

flexible, fluent and legible handwriting style empowers children to write with confidence and creativity. This is 

an entitlement that needs skilful teaching if each individual is to reach their full potential at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Catholic First School. 

 

Aims: 

Our aims in teaching handwriting as part of our curriculum are: 

 For all children to develop a well-formed, legible style of handwriting in both joined and printed styles, 

with increasing fluency, confidence and speed. 

 To raise attainment for all pupils in handwriting through a consistent approach, guided by the Letter-join 

Handwriting Scheme. 

 That all teachers and support staff must use and model the agreed pre-cursive/cursive style of handwriting when 

writing on the board or marking work. 

 That teachers, support staff and pupils use all opportunities for writing as handwriting practice in all 

writing across the curriculum. 

 For all children’s skills in handwriting to be reflected in the presentation of their work and their joy of 

writing. 

In order to achieve this, children will be taught: 

 To develop fine motor control 

 The importance of correct posture and paper position whether right or left handed 

 To use a pen/pencil and to hold it effectively 

 To write from left to right and top to bottom on a page 

 To start and finish letters correctly using pre-cursive formation (all letters start on line) 

 To form letters of consistent size and shape 

 The language of writing and how to use the correct terminology (e.g. ascenders) 

 To put regular spaces between words 

 How to form upper and lower case letters 

 How to join letters correctly 

 How to write legibly in pre-cursive and cursive handwriting 

 To use different styles of writing for different purposes 

 The importance of neat and clear presentation in order to communicate meaning effectively 

 To develop greater control and fluency as they become increasingly confident 



 

At Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic First School handwriting is developed through systematic and regular practice 

in the teaching of handwriting using the Letter-Join Handwriting Scheme. Letter-join provides clear progression for 

children aged 4 to 9 starting in EYFS where children practice their gross and fine motor skills in readiness for 

handwriting and finishing in Year 4 where basic handwriting issues are revised and speed and fluency improved. This 

whole school approach ensures a consistency of style and approach which leads to an effective progression of 

experience and teaching. Some children, who may need extra support with handwriting, may receive extra 

support to guide them with their writing development within the class. 

 

Differentiation: 

Letter-join takes a developmental approach to the teaching of handwriting. Therefore, children who are not yet 

operating at the age appropriate level, will be able to access the scheme at their appropriate developmental 

stage. All of our children have equal access to handwriting lessons and to the resources available. We recognise that 

some children take longer to develop the necessary skills and we cater for those children by providing 

additional opportunities for skills development. Children who need specific fine motor or handwriting 

interventions are identified early and the impact of interventions is carefully monitored. 

 

Common Approaches: 

 To be consistent in the way in which we form individual letters 

 To be consistent in the way in which we join letters 

 Teaching the correct formation of the letters is given highest priority and that this should be achieved by 

pupils before any attempt is made at joining. We aim for all children to be using a handwriting pen by 

the time that they leave us in Year 4. 

 Since handwriting is an essential movement skill, correct modelling of the agreed handwriting style by 

all adults is very important. We will never simply ask children to copy models from a sheet or practice book. 

 

Pencil/Pen Grip: 

The pen or pencil should be gripped comfortably between forefinger and thumb with the second finger below 

to steady it. If you pick up a pen which is lying on the table in front of you with its nib towards you in line with 

your forearm, you instinctively pick it up in the correct grip. Additionally, pencil grips can be provided to support 

development of correct grip where necessary. 

 

Posture: 

Children should be encouraged to sit up straight with their feet on the floor. The non-writing hand must be used to 

steady the book or paper. 

 

Monitoring and Assessment: 

 The monitoring of the teaching of handwriting is carried out by the English coordinator. 

 Assessment of handwriting is an ongoing process and will take place formally and informally, during the 

regular, focused handwriting sessions and across other curricular areas 

 

 

 

 



Handwriting Checklist: 

If a child's handwriting is to develop into a pleasing and consistent style, it is helpful to examine each piece of 

writing in the light of the following criteria: 

 Shape- Are all letters properly formed and clear? 

 Joining- Are as many letters as possible joined consistently? 

 Evenness- Are letters of a consistent and reasonable size? Capitals can be too big; tall letters too tall, 

 small letters too small. 

  Floating and Sinking- Do letters sit on the line? Words sometimes float above or sink below the writing 

 line. This happens because the writing hand is not moving steadily across the page. 

  Particular Letters- Which letters are really well formed? Which ones need careful practice? 

 

Handwriting Skills and Development: 

To achieve our aims we will give our children opportunities to develop their handwriting through the consistent 

use and application of the Letter-join handwriting scheme and by monitoring and assessing handwriting as part of 

our marking process. 

 

Reception: 

The Letter-join handwriting scheme will be introduced in Reception and will help prepare children for handwriting, 

consolidate their motor control and introduce letter shapes. It is expected that most children will be forming each 

letter correctly by the end of Reception. Handwriting is taught alongside phonics, making use of the kinaesthetic 

learning to help children to internalise the letter shapes that go with the sounds. Children should write on lined 

paper when they have the hand control to do so confidently. Lined paper is important because so much about 

handwriting is to do with the letters’ orientation to the line. Letters and Sounds’ suggests a sequence for teaching 

the letters sounds, handwriting can thus be coordinated with phonic teaching where two letters stand for one 

sound. A range of pre-writing opportunities must be provided in the learning environment to encourage and support 

children develop gross and fine motor skills, develop co-ordination and to promote pencil control and 

awareness of letter shapes and orientation. 

 

Key Stage 1 

Year 1: 

Children will be encouraged to practise pre-cursive handwriting in conjunction with phonics, spelling and 

independent writing, ensuring correct letter orientation, formation and proportion, in a style that makes letters easy 

to join. 

 

Children need to be made aware of: 

 Where the letter starts 

 Where the individual letter stands with regard to the baseline 

 Ascenders and descenders - lined paper will assist 

 Spacing and finger space between words 

 Consistent writing size 

 Capital letters and their appropriate use 

 

Year 2: 

By the end of Year 2 children should be joining up in a consistent cursive handwriting style with a reasonable degree 

of accuracy. They practise and build on Year 1 joins and are introduced to break letters. 



Key Stage 2 

Year 3: 

In Year 3 children continue to practise correct letter formation according to the 2014 National Curriculum 

Guidelines. The focus will be on: 

 Consistency of spacing, layout, and speed and fluency practice. 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportion of letters. 

 To build up handwriting speed, fluency and legibility through practise. 

 To use joined cursive handwriting for all writing. 

Year 4: 

In Year 4 children continue to build upon the joins established in Year 3. The emphasis in on ensuring consistency in 

size and proportion and using joined writing for all writing except where other special forms are required. 

Formation of capitals and lower case letters should now be familiar and secure. The majority of children should be 

able to use cursive handwriting for all of their work. They will also be given opportunities to develop speed and 

accuracy. The children practise their handwriting using a blue pen once they have achieved their pen licence. 
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