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Spelling Policy 

 

Rationale: 

The teaching of spelling is an integral part of our curriculum, enabling children to communicate their 

understanding across all aspects of their learning and ensuring that they develop into confident and effective 

writers. We firmly believe that spelling is an essential skill in order for our children to become effective, independent 

confident and accurate writers. 

 

Through the development of a consistent approach to the teaching of spelling patterns, conventions and rules, we 

provide our children with a range of strategies to equip them with confidence and independence to tackle more 

challenging and ambitious vocabulary, enabling them to develop a rich vocabulary and become effective 

communicators. 

 

The active promotion of the learning of spellings in context, including statutory words, common exceptions and 

personal spellings, is integral to our teaching. 

 

Aims of this Policy: 

 To explain the expected practices and ensure continuity in practices and progression in spelling skills. 

 Promote a positive and confident attitude towards spelling. 

 To ensure that children become successful spellers. 

 To provide a point of reference for teaching and support staff, for when they are planning the delivery of 

spelling skills/rules. 

 To raise the profile of the teaching of spelling and to raise the overall standard of spelling across the school. 

 

Teaching and Learning: 

At Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic First School spelling is taught in context, linked to the oral use of the word, its 

meaning within the sentence and the formation of the word as a whole in line with our handwriting policy. Accurate 

spelling and accurate letter formation go hand-in-hand and help to strengthen the children’s visual memory and 

capacity for words. There is also an expectation for children to apply the words, patterns and rules focused upon, 

independently across all areas of their writing. 

 

Spelling Strategies: 

The teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and sounds underpins all of the 

spelling strategies taught in school. Alongside our phonics programme ‘Letters and Sounds’, we endeavour to teach 

the children a range of spelling strategies in order to appeal to a variety of learning styles. These include: 

 

 Revise, teach, learn, practise and assess. 

 Look, say, cover, write and check. 

 The use of memory strategies. 

 Identifying syllables in words in order to break words into smaller parts. 



 Identify root words e.g. smile – smiling – smiled. 

 Analogy – Using words already known to help spell new words, e.g. could, would, should. 

 Mnemonics – Making up sentences to help remember the spelling of a word. 

 Finding words within words. 

 Making links between the origin of words and their spelling (etymology). 

 Using word banks and dictionaries. 

 Using a spell it check it book (known as a spelling journal). 

 Learning different spelling patterns and investigating new spelling rules. 

 Linking handwriting to spelling and phonics, in order to develop a visual memory to aid spelling. 

 

The Teaching of Spelling in EYFS & Year 1: 

The teaching of spellings within Reception and Year 1 follows the ‘Letters and Sounds’ Programme, which highlights 

blending and segmenting as the primary skills for reading and spelling. These are integral throughout all of the 

phonic phases. Alongside phonics the children are taught to read and spell common exception words which they call 

‘tricky words’. 

 

In Reception the children are taught phonics in a daily session lasting a maximum of 20 minutes following a format of 

revision phoneme introduction, blending and reading, identifying sounds, dictation and letter formation. During the 

autumn term the children are grouped according to the phase they are working in. 

In Year 1 phonics is taught through whole class sessions and in groups according to the phase that the children are 

working in. Spelling rules, patterns and meanings are also explicitly discussed and taught in reading and writing and 

children are expected to apply these independently in the wider curriculum. By the end of Year 1, the expectation is 

that most children will be secure at Phase 5. Appendix 2 provides examples of words for each pattern which is taught 

in both Years 1 and 2.  

 

In Year 1, words will be sent home weekly based on the child’s phonic phase, high frequency words. These will be 

reinforced in the classroom through word games and activities. 

 

The Teaching of Spelling in Years 2 – 4: 

 

From Year 2, and throughout our Key Stage 2 classes, spelling is taught through the No Nonsense Spelling 

Programme, which is based upon the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum requirements. This provides 

progressive blocks of teaching across the year groups. 

 

In Years 2-4, spelling sessions follow the structure: revise, teach, learn, practise and assess. Each session has a 

spelling focus and integrates activities for handwriting so that the children acquire a physical memory of the spelling 

pattern as well as the visual. Within the sessions a range of strategies for learning spellings are introduced and 

practised. This enables pupils to choose the strategies they find most effective for learning different words. 

 

Everyday spellings 

Meanings of words, etymology of words and context of words are discussed during reading sessions, writing sessions 

and the wider curriculum. 

 

The following strategies may be applied throughout the year: 

 Word of the week 

 Topic words 

 Word games 

 Glossary sheets for science vocabulary 

 Word trees 

 Word mats/phoneme mats 



 Working walls 

 Dictionary/thesaurus work 

 

Spellings taught and learnt are given a purpose and are used in everyday writing at every given 

opportunity. This enables the children to embed spelling patterns and rules. 

 

Application of Spelling in Writing 

Children’s growing understanding of spelling rules is only valuable if they go on to apply it in their 

independent writing. Children should be able to spell an ever increasing number of words accurately and to 

check and correct their work.  

This process is supported through: 

• Shared writing: the teacher demonstrates how to apply spelling strategies while writing, and teaches 

proofreading skills. 

• Guided and independent writing: the children apply what they have been taught. This is an opportunity to 

think about the whole writing process - composition as well as spelling, handwriting and punctuation. 

• Marking the children’s work: the teacher can assess their progress and ability to understand and apply 

   what has been taught and then identify targets for further improvement. 

• Teaching and practising handwriting: learning and practising a fluent joined style will support the 

   children’s spelling development. 

 

Spelling Books: 

In Years 1 to Year 4, all children will be given a spelling journal which will move with them throughout the 

school. This journal will remain in school and children will use it to record the particular spellings they need 

to focus on in their work. 

 

Intervention: 

Some children, who may be experiencing difficulties, will be given additional support in small groups or one 

to one led by teachers or teaching assistants. Their progress will be cl closely monitored by the class teacher, 

and regularly reviewed with the SENCO. 

 

Assessment: 

We assess spellings in context on a two week rolling programme, for example: 

 Learning spellings in a given sentence. 

 Generating sentences for each word. 

 Assessing through unseen dictated sentences. 

 

An ongoing record is kept for words learnt and setting very high expectations of correct application in 

writing once a word has been learned. 

 

Resources: 

To enable all children to develop the range of strategies taught, classrooms will be well equipped to 

support the different activities and learning styles. Resources may include: 

 Whiteboard and pens 

 No Nonsense Spelling resources 

 Magnetic letters 

 Word banks (including cross curricular words as well as high frequency words) 

 Word cards 

 Thesaurus 

 Dictionary 

 Working walls 
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Phonics - Letters and Sounds Overview 

We follow the Letters and Sounds document when teaching phonics. This consists of 6 phases, each with a specific 

set of sounds, combination of sounds, spelling patterns and words to learn. Once children are secure in most areas 

of a phase, they move onto the next. Phonics is taught discreetly every day in Reception and Y1 in ability groups. We 

also encourage, and look for evidence of, phonic strategies when children are reading and writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 


