
                                                                                                       

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CATHOLIC FIRST SCHOOL ACADEMY 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

Downsell Road, Webheath, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5RR 

01527 546398                        Office@mountcarmel.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you so much for your continued support in these challenging times.  
 
As you are aware, the government have deemed it safe for limited pupils to potentially begin returning to school 
from 1st June, at the earliest, and have decided that schools should take in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils in the 
first instance alongside existing provision for the children of key workers.  We have worked closely with fellow MAC 
schools, MAC Health & Safety Officer, staff and governors to put together a provisional plan for a possible phased 
reopening of school for Reception and Year 1. This plan is, of course, subject to change depending on government 
and local updates in the coming weeks. 
 
It is up to parents to decide if they feel it is safe for their child to return to school under these circumstances.  Whilst 
you are encouraged to take up the place offered, there will be no fines for non-attendance and schools are not being 
held to account for low attendance.  Our remote learning resources will continue to be provided during this time. 
 
Our key priority is the safety of children, staff and parents in implementing current government guidelines.  The 
government is clear in the guidance that we cannot be expected to maintain a social distance of 2m at all times with 
pupils but we will be working through a hierarchy of measures that include: 
 

• Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms – any child displaying any symptoms at home must not be 
sent into school and any child with symptoms in school will be isolated and sent straight home 

• Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practice 

• Regular cleaning of settings 

• Minimising contact and mixing 
 

The government has indicated that classes should be organised in groups with a maximum of 15 children and one 
teacher. However, due to size restrictions in some of our classrooms, our class sizes will need to be smaller (max 12). 
In order to achieve this safely, for the first two weeks (8th June – 19th June) we will be reopening on a part time basis 
for Reception and Year 1 as follows: 
 
Mon & Tue: Reception 
Wed & Thu: Year 1 
Key worker provision will continue as normal 
 
Please be aware that, in order to create small groups needed, your child may be in an unfamiliar classroom with an 
unfamiliar member of staff.  
 
I have included some answers to key questions that you may ask and at the end of the document is the planned 
timetable. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please get in contact via school email. 
 
Take care 
 
Mrs Woods 
Headteacher 
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic First School 
Guidance for potential return of Reception and Year 1 from 8th June 2020 

 
This guidance may change subject to government guidance changing. We are expected to get a final answer from the 
government as to if schools are expected to open on 8th June by the 28th May.  
 
Class Sizes 

In accordance with government guidelines, there will be a maximum of 15 pupils per classroom with 2 members of 

staff. However, due to the size restrictions in some of our classrooms, this will be a maximum of 12 initially. It will be 

reviewed as government guidance is updated. Due to government guidance, there will be no movement between 

these groups. 

Your child may be in an unfamiliar classroom with an unfamiliar adult. 

Each child will have their own single designated table, clearly labelled, that no-one else will use. They will have 

equipment provided for them. 

All bags and belongings will be kept in the classroom by their desk as we will not be using cloakroom areas. 

Each class group will have their designated toilet area. Children will be able to go to the toilet, one at a time, at any 

time throughout the day. 

Teaching Structure 

Pupils will have contact with no more than 2 members of staff during their time in school and they will be instructed 

to wash and/or sanitise their hands at regular intervals including on arrival. 

Learning will look different. Pupils will have teacher led lessons but we will be focusing, within the first few weeks, 

primarily on positive emotional health and wellbeing. Staff will also facilitate learning through use of home learning 

resources. 

Staff will be still be providing home learning resources for children who are not attending school. 

Your child will ONLY need: 

• Empty book bag (no reading book) 

• Water bottles x2 

• Packed lunch (optional) 

Playtime and Lunchtime 

Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to ensure that the children remain in their small group in a designated 

area on the playground. If we have wet playtime/lunchtime, the children will remain in their classroom. 

Children can bring in their own packed lunch or can be provided with a cold packed lunch by Baileys Catering which 

will be eaten in their allocated classroom. Please provide your child with two water bottles in order to avoid use of 

shared water fountains. 

Uniform 

Children will not be expected to wear school uniform – they will need to be dressed ready to participate in PE 

activities/ outdoor learning. 

 

 

 



 

Drop Off and Pick Up from School 

You will be allocated a set drop off and pick up time in order to ensure a minimum number of people on the school 

site at any one time. In order to maintain social distancing, you MUST NOT arrive on site prior to your allocated 

times and MUST leave immediately after dropping off/collecting your child. You MUST enter the school grounds via 

the bottom gates (by the park) and follow a one way system to your child’s allocated classroom. You will then leave 

via the front side gate leading onto Downsell Road. This is necessary to ensure that current social distancing 

requirements can be safely maintained for all adults entering and leaving the school site. 

Any communication with school needs to via email or phone calls to the school office. There are no after school 

clubs this term. 

Movement around School 

This will be kept to a minimum.  All shared areas will be one way to limit the amount of contact and children mixing. 

Cleaning 

As prior to closing, there will be continual cleaning of all touch points, i.e. handles, taps, toilets, doors etc.  Each 

classroom, and equipment in it, will be thoroughly cleaned each evening. We will have a deep clean of all shared 

areas in school every Friday. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including face coverings and face masks 

Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not recommended. Face coverings 

may be beneficial for short periods indoors where there is a risk of close social contact with people you do not 

usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot be maintained, for example on public transport 

or in some shops. This does not apply to schools or other education settings. 

However, PPE will be worn by first aiders if a child displays symptoms or requires medical aid where social distancing 

cannot be maintained. 

Shielded and Clinically Vulnerable Children 

For the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. Children and young people (0 to 18 

years of age) who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions have 

been advised to shield. We do not expect these children to be attending school or college, and they should continue 

to be supported at home as much as possible. Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) people 

are those considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. A small minority of children will fall 

into this category, and parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category. 

If a child, young person or a member of staff lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically 

extremely vulnerable), including those who are pregnant, they can attend their education or childcare setting. 

If a child, young person or staff member lives in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable, as 

set out in the COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely 

vulnerable guidance, it is advised they only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social distancing can 

be adhered to and, in the case of children, they are able to understand and follow those instructions. This may not 

be possible for very young children and older children without the capacity to adhere to the instructions on social 

distancing. If stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to, we do not expect those individuals to attend. They 

should be supported to learn or work at home. 

Government Guidance 

There is a set of additional questions with answers such as what happens if someone becomes unwell at an 

educational or childcare setting? in the guidance on the link below entitled Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing 

protective measures in education settings: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-

education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-

childcare-settings 

The link to the government guidance for parents/carers is: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

It is important to note that the plans for school opening may change as close as 48 hours before the 8th June 

dependent upon government guidance and infection rates.  

What do I need to do next? 

If you have indicated to school that you will be sending your child back into school, you will receive a text 

indicating which group your child has been allocated to. Please check the table below for allocated drop off and 

pick up times and classroom. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• If you have changed your mind and DO NOT want your child to return, please email the school by 

MONDAY 1st JUNE. 

• If you have changed your mind and DO want your child to return, please email the school by MONDAY 1st 

JUNE.  

• If you are a key worker and require additional onsite supervision, please email the school by MONDAY 1st 

JUNE. 

• AFTER THIS DATE, WE WILL REQUIRE A WEEK’S NOTICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR CHILD TO RETURN TO 

SCHOOL. 

  

What will happen after 19th June? 

We will issue plans for after the 19th June when we have more guidance from the Government and have evaluated 

the success of the first 2 weeks.  

 

Please see table below for allocated classrooms, drop off and pick up times: 
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 Year Group Group 

Number 

Classroo

m 

Staff Member Drop Off Pick Up 

       

MON R 1 RG Miss Goode & Miss Moynihan 8.50am 2.50pm 

 R 2 RN Mrs Gurr & Mrs Monk 8.55am 2.55pm 

 R 3 1B Mrs Kitching & Mrs Mitchell 9.00am 3.00pm 

 R 4 1W Mrs Rooney & Mrs Maissa-Brown 9.05am 3.05pm 

 R 5 2T Mr Sweeney & Mrs Hicks 9.10am 3.10pm 

       

TUE R 1 RG Miss Goode & Miss Moynihan 8.50am 2.50pm 

 R 2 RN Mrs Gurr & Mrs Monk 8.55am 2.55pm 

 R 3 1B Mrs Kitching & Mrs Mitchell 9.00am 3.00pm 

 R 4 1W Mrs Rooney & Mrs Maissa-Brown 9.05am 3.05pm 

 R 5 2T Mr Sweeney & Mrs Hicks 9.10am 3.10pm 

       

WED 1 1 1B Mrs Burrows & Mrs Murray 8.50am 2.50pm 

 1 2 1W Mrs Wright & Mrs Lippett 8.55am 2.55pm 

 1 3 2S Mrs Saunders & Mrs Adkins 9.00am 3.00pm 

 1 4 2T Miss Thompson & Mrs Finch 9.05am 3.05pm 

 1 5 RN Mrs Barratt & Mrs Browne 9.10am 3.10pm 

       

THU 1 1 1B Mrs Burrows & Mrs Murray 8.50am 2.50pm 

 1 2 1W Mrs Wright & Mrs Lippett 8.55am 2.55pm 

 1 3 2S Mrs Saunders & Mrs Adkins 9.00am 3.00pm 

 1 4 2T Miss Thompson & Mrs Finch 9.05am 3.05pm 

 1 5 RN Mrs Barratt & Mrs Browne 9.10am 3.10pm 

 

 

     
  

    
  

 

 

 

 

 


