
Open-Air Theatre Show
Have you ever wanted to create your own show? Would you like to be the star in your own 
production? Well, with the warm weather and light evenings, summer is the perfect time to 
create and perform an open-air show in your garden for family and friends.

First think of an idea for your show - you may 
wish to do a pirate show, a fairy tale or a 
talent show. You will need to think about how 
many family members and friends you have 
to take part in the show.

You may wish to add music and songs to your 
show. Decide if you wish to use a popular 
song you know and who will sing it. If you 
have that song on a tablet computer, CD, 
mp3 player or other device, you could play it 
during the performance. 

Decide what characters you will have in your 
show and who is going to play each one. Then 
write a script so that everyone knows what 
they are going to say and when.

Step 1: Think of a theme!

Step 2: Write a script.

Step 3: Music and Song.
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Open-Air Theatre Show
Have you ever wanted to create your own show? Would you like to be the star in your own 
production? Well, with the warm weather and light evenings, summer is the perfect time to 
create and perform an open-air show in your garden for family and friends.

Look around your home for costumes and props 
you may need. You might have some dressing 
up clothes already that you can use in your 
show or create a new outfit by combining 
different clothes in your wardrobe.  You may 
need props too such as a magic wand, a sword 
or a broomstick. Use toys and objects around 
your home to help make props – always check 
first with an adult if it is safe to use them 
beforehand. A hairbrush always makes a great 
microphone!

Now you have everything set for the 
performance, it’s really important that you 
practise lots of times so that you know where 
everyone will stand and what everyone will 
say. The more you practise, the better you will 
know your lines which will make for a better 
performance. 

Decide where your stage will be in the garden. 
You could mark out the boundaries of the stage 
using a skipping rope or toys to show where 
the stage starts and finishes.  If you have any 
deckchairs or garden furniture, you could set 
these out ready for the audience to sit on. 

Step 4: Costumes and Props!

Step 5: Create the stage.

Step 6: Practise, practise and practise!
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Have you ever wanted to create your own show? Would you like to be the star in your own 
production? Well, with the warm weather and light evenings, summer is the perfect time to 
create and perform an open-air show in your garden for family and friends.

When you are ready, invite parents and friends 
to come and take seats in the garden. You 
could give out drinks and snacks like at a real 
theatre show. Once everyone is sat down and 
settled, let the performance begin! Remember 
to speak loudly and clearly, always face the 
audience and have fun! At the end, take a big 
bow as you receive a well-deserved round of 
applause. Tip: Ask a friend or family member 
in the audience to record it so that you can 
watch it back later. 

Extra activities you may wish to do whilst producing your show. 

Poster: 
Create a poster advertising your show which can be placed in your home. The poster must 
have the title of the show, the time and the date. It may take a few days to prepare everything 
you need for your theatre show therefore you could put the poster up in advance so that your 
family and friends can see when it is going to be performed. 

Tickets: 
Make tickets for your show which you can give to people in advance. 

Design costumes: 
A great idea for your open-air show is to design and make your own costumes. Ask an adult if 
you have any old clothes and materials that can be adapted and changed for your performance. 
If you have fabric pens, this would be a great way to add your own design to old clothes for 
your show. 

Write your own song: Write your own song that can be performed in the show. An easy way 
to do this is to choose a popular song or nursery rhyme you already know and change the 
lyrics to suit your play. If you have your own instruments, you could create your own music 
for the show too. 

Step 7: Showtime!
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