
 

Our curriculum delivers a broad and balanced approach based on skills and knowledge, enabling children to make 
sustained progress and reach their full potential. Children thrive in a safe and caring environment whilst developing their 

imagination and creativity. 

 

In order to successfully deliver a structured, rich curriculum with clear progression of skills, we follow the statutory 
requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for mathematics. At Our Lady of Mount Carmel First School, our approach 
to teaching mathematics is intended to support all of our children in becoming young, confident mathematicians; 
prepare them for their next stage of mathematical learning at middle school; and to be able to apply their mathematical 
knowledge in everyday situations in order to be successful in life beyond school. We intend to do this, on a daily basis, 
through developing all children’s fluency in all areas of the mathematics national curriculum; providing opportunities to 
reason mathematically; and also develop children’s using and applying skills when solving increasingly more complex 
problems involving a range of mathematical knowledge. 
 

  

•Mathematics is taught daily throughout the school – 
Reception to Year 4. Each class in KS1 and KS2 provide a 
minimum of 1 hour of mathematics per day. A mix of 
adult led and teacher led activities are put together for 
children in EYFS.  
•The National Curriculum and White Rose Progression 
Maps create a basis for each year group’s long term 
planning, ensuring full coverage of the national 
curriculum for mathematics and providing a broad and 
balanced spread of all areas of the curriculum. Teachers 
are confident to manipulate this planning in the short 
term in order to meet the needs of all of our children 
and seek advice from the Maths Co-ordinator when 
required.  
•The Maths Co-ordinator and Headteacher monitor 
coverage of the curriculum against each year groups 
LTP and MTP every half term. If there are discrepancies 
these are discussed with the relevant year group 
teachers and actions are agreed.  
•PowerMaths Teacher Guides are used to provide 
teachers with STP which can be adapted (and 
annotated) to meet the needs of individual classes of 
children, ensuring small, carefully sequenced steps in 
learning are followed and teachers have time to think 
carefully about how to structure and resource lessons 
to ensure learning is embedded.  
 

• Using the National Curriculum’s guidance for the most 
efficient calculation methods and White Rose Progression 
Maps, the teaching of mathematics builds progressively on 
the skills taught in previous year groups. This information is 
shared with all stakeholders through the school’s Calculation 
Policy and publication of medium term planning on the school 
website’s curriculum pages.  
• Calculation practice is taught regularly and across different 
areas of mathematical learning to ensure children’s 
conceptual and procedural fluency in calculation methods is 
embedded.  
• Small steps in learning enable children to establish an 
understanding of how new learning builds on previous 
learning and how they can successfully apply learning in new 
and varied contexts. 
•Lessons follow the Concrete-Pictorial- Abstract (CPA) 
Approach to Teaching for Mastery (TfM), encouraging 
mathematical thinking and reasoning, the use of precise 
mathematical vocabulary and an awareness of multiple 
representations. This builds stronger conceptual awareness 
and allows for greater fluidity of application. 
• Work is differentiated to meet the needs of the children 
within the class whilst still providing each child with the 
opportunity to achieve the learning intentions and 
expectations of their year group. Lessons are carefully 
designed to allow access for all whilst also ensuring 
opportunities for children to show a deeper understanding. 
Differentiation is achieved through: adult or peer support; the 
use of resources to complete tasks; scaffolding; opportunities 
for greater depth are incorporated throughout the lesson 
through carefully structured questions and tasks. 
• Intervention and enhancement opportunities are put in 

 



place to ensure children do not fall behind and are able to 
fulfil their potential. 
• Children are organised into groups of mixed ability. 
Opportunities to collaborate in pairs or small groups are given 
in each lesson so children can learn from and support each 
other whilst exploring mathematical ideas and concepts, and 
reasoning skills can be developed. 
• Peer and self-assessment opportunities are provided 
regularly so children are given instant feedback and different 
strategies can be discussed.  
• Independent tasks are taken from a range of sources in 
order to give the children experience of a broad range of 
mathematical representations. On a daily basis, children, 
regardless of their ability, in KS1 and KS2 are provided with 
opportunities to become more fluent in their learning, to 
reason mathematically and to solve a range of problems.  

 

• PowerMaths
• White Rose Planning and Progression Maps
• Oxford Owl – Teaching for Mastery, Questions, 

tasks and activities to support assessment
• Maths No Problem 
• NCETM

• Focus groups - targeted intervention led by the Class 
Teacher where possible. Children are assessed during episodic 
teaching in each lesson and those requiring additional support 
are identified and targeted.  
• Daily Keep Up, Catch Up sessions (KUCU)- for those who 
have been identified during or following a lesson as needing 
to embed concepts further before moving onto the next step 
in learning (the next lesson). 
• Closing the gaps intervention - organised within year groups, 
and across a key stage where appropriate, to address gaps in 
previous learning that are identified. With the introduction of 
KUCU last year, the need for this type of intervention has 
been dramatically reduced as gaps are identified and 
addressed promptly.  
• Maths Booster - before school club focusing on acquisition 
of fact fluency and embedding formal written methods but 
also incorporating some pre-teaching to build confidence. 
• Pre-teaching sessions  
• Maths Surgery - lunchtime club run by Year 4 Maths 
Ambassadors and supervised by the Maths Co-ordinator 
• Spring Into Maths – Annually GD pupils from Years 3 and 4 
work on problem solving tasks with KS2 pupils from other 
schools at Worcester University. 
• Christmas Themed Problem Solving Day – pupils are mixed 
across the school in teams and are set a number of themed 
puzzles to solve collaboratively. 
• Teachers exploit cross-curricular links wherever possible. 
• Entries to The Young Mathematical Story Author (YMSA) 
Competition (KS2 pupils) 
• Family Learning Workshops – sharing practical ideas for 
children to learn and development mathematical fluency 
using real life contexts. 

 

• White Rose Premium Resources 

• Times Table Rock Stars 

• Top Marks 

• GL Assessment 

• PIPS (EYFS) 

• White Rose Unit Assessments  

• Rapid Recall 

• Chanting 

• Work is often tailored to the needs of every 
child in the class through questions and 
problems created by teachers. 

 

Our teaching of, and curriculum for, mathematics will lead to outstanding progress over time across all key stages 
relative to each individual child’s starting point. It is designed to prepare children for their future in and outside of 
education by leaving our school at least at the expected standard for their age. We work to build confidence and 
resilience that will provide our pupils with the skills and attributes they need to go on and be successful in whatever they 
pursue. Our rich and broad mathematics curriculum aims to make the children enthusiastic about learning mathematics 
and gain an understanding of its importance in everyday life. 



 


