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In ancient Roman times, the Roman people believed in many different 
gods and goddesses. They believed these gods and goddesses controlled 
different aspects of their lives. Many were the same as the Greek gods 

and goddesses but had different names.

Saturn was the first king of the gods and also known as the god of 
agriculture. He carried a scythe – a tool used for cutting crops. Saturn 
was also known as Father Time.  

Saturn’s festival, the Saturnalia, became the most popular Roman 
festival. Nobody worked and lively celebrations took place that lasted 
for seven days. It could be compared with the way 
Christmas is celebrated today. 

When Saturn died, the world was split between his 
three sons - Neptune, Pluto and Jupiter. Neptune ruled 
the seas, Pluto ruled the underworld and Jupiter 
ruled the skies. 

Did You Know…? Saturn was also the father to the 
Goddesses Juno, Ceres and Vesta. He was married to 
Ops who was the mother of his children.

Saturn: God of Time

Jupiter rode a winged horse called Pegasus. His weapon was a 
thunderbolt. He was the son 
of Saturn. 

Jupiter had an eagle as his 
messenger. He was married to 
Juno, who was also his sister.

Did You Know…? Jupiter could 
shape-shift. This meant that he 
could make his body look like 
something else, for example, 
an animal.

Jupiter: King of the Gods and Heavens

Juno was the goddess of marriage. She was married to Jupiter 
and had four children - Mars, Natio, Juventa 
and Vulcan.

Did You Know…? There was a festival every 
year on the 1st March to honour her.

Juno: Queen of the Gods
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Her sign was a rose. Venus represented water, essential to life. 
Mythology claims that she was born out 
of seafoam. 

She was beautiful and many statues and 
paintings of her were created.

Venus: Goddess of Love and Beauty

Neptune was the brother of Pluto and Jupiter. He was also the god 
of earthquakes and known as the 
earth-shaker. He carried a trident 
and rode on a dolphin.

Neptune: God of the Seas

The underworld was where Romans believed your soul went when 
you died. 

Pluto was the brother of Jupiter and Neptune. 
He had a three-headed dog called Cerberus and 
a golden chariot. 

Did You Know…? Romans believed that if you 
were a good person, you went to a nice part of 
the underworld. However, if you had led a bad 
life, you went to a part that wasn’t so pleasant.

Pluto: God of the Underworld

Minerva was the daughter of Jupiter. She was born without a 
mother. Mythology claims that 
she was born from Jupiter’s 
brain. He suffered from terrible 
headaches so Vulcan looked 
inside his head and Minerva 
jumped out in full battle armour. 

Minerva: Goddess of Wisdom
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Apollo was also the god of music. He carried an instrument 
called a lyre. 

He drove a chariot in the sky each day, 
pulling the sun across the sky to give 
light to the world. 

He had a twin sister called Diana. His 
weapon was a bow and arrow. Apollo 
was believed to be a gentle god. 

Did You Know…? Apollo is associated 
with laurel trees because Cupid made 
him fall in love with a woman who 
turned into a laurel tree to escape him.

Apollo: God of the Sun

Mars was the son of Juno. He was said to have been born without 
a father. He was cruel and very vain. 

He started many wars because he liked 
fighting and bloodshed. Festivals to 
honour him took place in March, as 
this is when wars would start again 
after the winter.

Did You Know…? The wild animals 
most sacred to Mars were the wolf and 
woodpecker.

Mars: God of War

Mercury was the younger son of Jupiter and Maea (or Maia). He 
was mischievous but very popular. 
Mercury was also intelligent and 
very fast. He had a winged hat 
and pair of sandals so that he 
could fly quickly. He carried a staff 
that had wings and two snakes 
curled around it. He was a good 
negotiator.

Mercury: Messenger of the Gods

Diana had a twin brother called Apollo. She could be unfriendly.

Diana carried a bow and arrow and was 
Goddess of hunting. She was associated 
with wild animals and the woods. She 
could control and talk to animals. 

Diana: Goddess of the Moon
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Cupid was the son of Venus. When he shot someone with his bow 
and arrow, they would fall in love with the very next person that 
they saw. 

He had two kinds of arrows. The golden-tipped arrows made people 
fall in love and the lead-tipped 
arrows made people want to run 
away from the next person they saw.

Cupid had wings and could fly. He 
was known to be mischievous. 

Cupid: God of Love
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