
 

Year 4 Literacy - Spring Term 

Class Texts:  
1) ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo 
2) ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 

 
Week beginning  Curriculum coverage  

w/c 4.1.21 Reading: ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo. 

• Read loudly and clearly enough to be heard by all, pausing for punctuation 

and interpreting punctuation marks by intonation. 

Handwriting:  

• Join letters consistently in line with the school’s cursive handwriting policy. 

Dictation:  

• remember and write a dictated sentence accurately applying newly taught 

spelling patterns and punctuation accuracy. 

 

w/c 11.1.21  
to 

w/c 8.2.21 

‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 
Reading: Narrative 

• Discuss reading of age-appropriate texts in groups and whole class, following 
agreed class rules for group talk.  

• Participate in discussion about a wider range of longer and more challenging 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books expressing views and 
preferences, justifying them by reference to the text. 

• Ask questions about the thoughts and actions of characters to improve 
understanding of the text. 

• Understand the thoughts and feelings of characters and use this to predict 
their actions. 

• Identify and discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest. 

• Discuss, understand and explain the meaning of words in context. 
Writing: Narrative 

• Plan writing similar to that of the work we are studying. 

• Organise ideas around a theme. 

• Compose and orally rehearse sentences - incorporating new vocabulary. 
Variation in sentence structure includes simple, compound and complex 
structures. 

• Create an appropriate setting, two or three distinguishable characters and a 
coherent plot. Descriptions contain some detail. 

• Choose and correctly use nouns or pronouns to create cohesion, avoid 
repetition and achieve clarity, applying the learning across a wide range of 
independent writing. 

• Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and make 
improvements. 

• Proof-read and amend writing, checking for accuracy of grammar, 
vocabulary and use of pronouns throughout the text. 

• Find words in a dictionary, check spellings and make any amendments. 

• Use a wide range of subordination conjunctions at the beginning and within 
sentences to add relevant detail to complex sentences. 

• Use a wider range of appropriate conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause (and place) applying the new learning across a range 
of independent writing. 

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech 
consistently and reliably.  



• Use apostrophes for plural possession and commas after fronted adverbials 
accurately and consistently across a range of independent writing. 

• Use tense in writing consistently with few lapses. Begin to use the present 
perfect form in contrast to the past tense 

 

HALF TERM 

w/c 22.2.21  
to 

w/c 01.3.21 

Reading: Poetry 

• Identify and name some different forms of poetry and describe their 

features. 

• Perform poems and play scripts, using intonation, tone and volume, and 
uses drama approaches to aid understanding. 

• Identify words or phrases that interest, inspire or intrigue, explaining the 
effect on the reader. 

• Identify distinctive language, structural and presentational features in their 
independent reading of age-appropriate texts and demonstrate 
understanding of how these help the reader draw meaning from the text 

Writing: Poetry 

• Plan writing similar to that of the work we are studying. 

• Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and make 
improvements. 

w/c 08.3.21  
to  

w/c 29.3.21 

Reading: Non-fiction 

• Participate in discussion about a wider range of longer and more challenging 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books expressing views and 
preferences, justifying them by reference to the text. 

Writing: Non-fiction 

• Identify questions to be answered beforehand and use the specific features 
of age-appropriate non-fiction texts on paper and on screen to answer them. 

• Plan narrative and non-fiction texts into paragraphs. 

• Cluster related information logically and write an engaging main heading for 
the text and relevant subheadings for each paragraph. 

• Choose and correctly use nouns or pronouns to create cohesion, avoid 
repetition and achieve clarity, applying the learning across a wide range of 
independent writing. 

• Use a wider range of appropriate conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause (and place) applying the new learning across a range 
of independent writing. 

• Spot spelling and punctuation errors and correct them, including errors in 
the most recently taught spelling patterns and punctuation items. 

 

Please be aware that planning is reviewed after each session and is adapted to meet the needs of the children. 
Therefore, there may be some changes to the week in which learning outcomes are addressed. 

 


