
 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CATHOLIC FIRST SCHOOL ACADEMY 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

Downsell Road, Webheath, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5RR 

01527 546398          olmc-office@olmc.lourdesmac.org.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you so much for your continued support in these challenging times. We understand the challenges that all of our 
families have faced due to current restrictions with having to juggle home learning around your own work 
commitments. 

As you are aware, the government have now provided schools with detailed guidance for a full reopening to all year 
groups as from Monday 8th March 2021. Our key priority is the safety of children, staff and parents in implementing 
current government guidelines.  The government is clear in the guidance that young children will not be expected to 
maintain social distancing so there are a number of important protective measures that will continue to be implemented 
including: 

• Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms  

• Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace process 

• Robust hand washing and good respiratory hygiene practice 

• Enhanced cleaning of settings 

• Minimising contact and mixing 

Important details outlining how these measures are being implemented in school are as follows: 

Avoiding Contact with Anyone with Symptoms 

Any child/adult displaying any of the following symptoms: 

• a new, continuous cough  

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), 

 must not come into school. 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with COVID-19 symptoms, they will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at 
home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they 
must self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other 
members of their household (including any siblings or someone in their support bubble or childcare bubble if they have 
one) should self-isolate for 10 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms.  

NHS Test and Trace Process 

Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked online 

through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without 

access to the internet. All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to 

be helped by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit. The guidance also states: 

• If a person tests positive, they should provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with to NHS Test 

and Trace 
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• A person should self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-

19) symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

• if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they 

can stop self-isolating. Other members of their household can also stop self-isolating. 

• if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 

confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the 

onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss 

of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has 

gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, 

they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household 

should continue self-isolating for the full 10 days. 

Hand Washing 

The children will be required to clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return from 

breaks, when they change rooms and before and after eating. They will have access to hand washing facilities and 

supervised hand sanitiser stations. They will not need to bring in their own hand sanitiser from home. 

Respiratory Hygiene - ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ Approach 

The children will be regularly reminded of the importance of good respiratory hygiene and tissues and lidded bins are 

available in all classrooms. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including face coverings and face masks 

Wearing a face covering or face mask by primary school children in schools is currently not recommended by Public 

Health England as pupils are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of 

transmission. There may also be negative effects on communication and thus education. Face coverings are required at 

all times on public transport (for children over the age of 11) or when attending a hospital as a visitor or outpatient. 

Adults in school will be wearing face coverings if they are outside of their bubble. 

PPE will be worn by first aiders if a child displays symptoms and social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Cleaning 

There will continue to be regular cleaning of all touch points, i.e. handles, taps, toilets, doors etc.  Each classroom, and 

equipment in it, will be thoroughly cleaned each evening.  

Class Sizes 

In order to minimise possible risk of transmission, we will be grouping the children into year group bubbles. Due to 

government guidance, there will be no mixing between these groups during the school day. 

Each child will have their own designated space at a table and will have individual equipment provided for them. 

In order to minimise close face to face contacts, the children in Yr1-4 will be seated side by side and facing forwards, 

rather than face to face. 

Each year group bubble will have their designated toilet area. Children will be able to go to the toilet, one at a time, at 

any time throughout the day. 

Cloakrooms will be used as normal for storage of coats, PE kits, outdoor clothing etc. 

As the year group bubbles are not able to mix, we will be holding daily class based collective worship alongside regular 

videoed Masses. 

Ventilation 
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In line with government guidance, classrooms will remain well ventilated whilst maintaining a comfortable teaching 

environment. 

Drop Off and Pick Up from School 

In order to avoid potential contact between year group bubbles and ensure that parents/carers are able to maintain 

social distancing, we will need to stagger our drop and pick up times. In order to maintain social distancing, please DO 

NOT arrive on site prior to your allocated times and please leave immediately after dropping off/collecting your child. 

You MUST enter the school grounds via the bottom gates (by the park) and follow a one-way system to your child’s 

allocated classroom. You will then leave via the front side gate leading onto Downsell Road. This is necessary to ensure 

that current social distancing requirements can be safely maintained for all adults entering and leaving the school site. 

We also ask that only one family member attends the school site during these times. All adults entering the school 

site MUST wear a face covering. 

The staggered drop off and pick up times are as follows: 

Year Group Bubble: Drop Off Time: Pick Up Time: 

Year 1 8.45am 2.50pm 

Year 2 8.50am 2.55pm 
Year 3 8.55am 3.00pm 

Year 4 9.00am 3.05pm 

Reception 9.05am 3.10pm 

Gates Close 9.15am 3.20pm 

 

We do recognise that many families will have siblings in different year groups so we kindly ask that you drop your first 

child at their classroom at the allocated time and then ensure that you remain socially distanced from other adults 

whilst waiting for the next drop off time. You must make sure that your child remains with you at all times whilst on 

the playground. 

Any communication with school needs to be via email or phone calls to the school office.  

Playtime and Lunchtime 

Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to ensure that the children remain in their year group bubbles in a 

designated area on the playground. If we have wet playtime/lunchtime, the children will remain in their classroom. 

Children can bring in their own packed lunch or can be provided with a cold packed lunch by Baileys Catering (ordered 

via DinnerPay) which will be eaten in their allocated classroom. We will be working with our MAC Catering Manager to 

re-launch hot meals in the coming weeks. Please provide your child with a healthy snack and two water bottles in order 

to avoid use of shared water fountains. 

Attendance 

The guidance recognises that it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term 

impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. School attendance will, therefore, 

be mandatory again from the 8th March 2021. 

Uniform 

Please follow the link to our interim uniform policy for 20-21 only: 

https://www.mountcarmelfirstschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Interim-Uniform-Policy-Final-2.pdf 

Summer uniform may be worn from 8th March for the remainder of the year. 

Reception children should wear PE kit to school on their PE days. 
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Remote Learning 

Our remote learning resources will conclude on Friday 5th March 2021. In the event of self-isolation/bubble closure, 

remote learning resources will be made available in line with our remote learning policy. 

Curriculum 

We will be identifying opportunities to reinforce good progress in key skills (including phonics and reading, increasing 

vocabulary, writing and mathematics) across a broad and balanced curriculum. 

We will also be placing a significant emphasis on the children’s positive mental health and wellbeing as we welcome 

them back to school. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please get in contact via school email. 

Take care 

Mrs Woods 

 

 


