
29th March 2021  
  
Dear parents/ carers,  
  
Year 4 children would normally be preparing to take an online National Times Table Check at 
the end of May. The test consists of a number of multiplication questions relating to recall 
of times table facts. These questions appear on screen for 5 seconds before disappearing 
and being replaced by the next question. This statutory test has been introduced by 
Government to address the need for a secure knowledge of times table facts at an early 
stage and to avoid a lack of fluency in these facts becoming a barrier to learning. Although 
the decision has been taken that this data does not need to be submitted this year, we will 
be using the data to support teacher judgements regarding children’s end of year levels and 
to enable middle schools to identify where support may be required in September. 

  
During our work on the formal written methods of multiplication and division this half term, 
it has been evident that many children are secure in the procedures but are being held back 
by their lack of fluency in times table facts. We have spoken to the children as a group about 
the importance of knowing these key facts, especially as they underpin a number of other 
mathematical concepts that they will be learning about moving forward. Staff have 
reiterated that these facts can only be learnt through repeated and regular practise. 
Therefore, in addition to the weekly Times Table Rockstars work that children should be 
doing, please encourage your child to find a way of practising these facts that works for 
them. All children are different and what works for one may not work for another, so we 
recommend trying a combination of few different approaches. There are numerous 
strategies they might like, including but not limited to: online games, songs, print outs, 
chanting.    

  
We carried out a mini times table test last week as a benchmark so that we can monitor 
progress and children will be tested on times table fluency, in school, every two weeks. The 
next test will be on 19th April. We will continue to find ways of helping children to learn 
these facts in school, but we must stress that this alone will not be sufficient enough for 
children to know these facts fluently. Practise should also take place at home every day for 
short periods of time, e.g. 5-10 minutes. Counting in groups on fingers is a 
strategy that children who are struggling will learn, but instant recall is required moving 
forward so we are encouraging children to learn these facts off by heart.   

  
Children should be able to recall the following times table facts fluently as below, so we 
suggest starting at the beginning and checking for gaps before moving on:  

  
Year 2 – 2, 5 and 10 times table fluently (counting in groups of 3)  
Year 3 – 3, 4 and 8 times table fluently (moving into 11 times table)  
Year 4 – 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12.   
By the end of year 4 children should be able to recall all times table facts fluently.  
  

We thank you for your continued support and ask that you speak to your child’s Class 
Teacher if you have any queries regarding the above.  

  
Many thanks,   
The Year 4 Team.  


