
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Due to the lockdown, we are asking all parents/carers to help us in supporting your child in the teaching of 

‘time.’ With only half a term left of this academic year will feel this is an area that you can help support with. 

Below are the expectations for each year group. I have included a link to the Oak National Academy lessons for 

each year group. Please make telling the time part of your everyday life, this way the children will embed what 

they learn in a real context. A wonderful way to start is through song, there are many of these online. Making 

a clock with movable hands would also be beneficial for those who are just starting to tell the time on an 

analogue clock. 

We really appreciate your time and support, if you require any further information please speak to your child’s 

teacher. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. Burrows Maths Coordinator. 

 

Year 1:        https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-77d2 

 

• Children are introduced to key vocabulary related to time. They use before and after to describe sort 

and order events. Building on this, they use first and next to describe an order of events. When talking 

about the day, children use the language: morning, afternoon, and evening. 

• Children learn about the days of the week and know there are 7 days in a week. They talk about events using 

today, yesterday, and tomorrow. Children learn about the months of the year and can pick out special dates 

within the year, for example, their birthday. Children could explore and use a calendar displaying days and 

months within the classroom environment. 

• Children are introduced to telling the time to the hour using an analogue clock. They learn the language of 

o’clock and understand the hour hand is the shorter hand and the minute hand is the longer hand. Children read 

the time to the hour and know when the minute hand is pointing upwards to the number 12 it is an o’clock time 

and understand that they need to look at the hour hand to see which hour it is. 

• Children are introduced to telling the time to the half hour. They learn the language half past. They understand 

that, at half past the hour, the minute hand has travelled halfway around the clock from the twelve and is 

pointing at the six and the hour hand is halfway between the hours e.g., halfway between one and two or 

halfway between nine and ten. 

• Children explore the difference between seconds, minutes, and hours. They decide which activities would be 

measured in each unit of time. Children explore suitable equipment e.g., stopwatches or sand timers to measure 

durations of time. They carry out activities and use suitable equipment to measure how long each activity takes 

e.g., timing how long it takes to run around the playground using a stopwatch. 

• Children compare amounts of time using the language faster, slower, earlier, and later. They build on writing 

and measuring time by comparing different amounts of times using time language. Children understand that 

when someone wins a race the length of time will be shorter and if someone takes longer the length of time will 

be larger. 

 

 

 

https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-77d2


Year 2:     https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-ea81 

 

♦ Children recap the Year one objective of telling the time to the hour and half past the hour. Children should be 

given the opportunity to create times using individual clocks with moveable hands. Children read and write 

times from clocks. 

♦ Children read and draw the times ‘quarter to’ and ‘quarter past.’ They use their knowledge of fractions and 

turns to identify quarter past and quarter to. Children should recognise that the hour hand moves along with the 

minute hand. Therefore, when the time is quarter past the hour, the hour hand will be just past the hour and 

when the time is quarter to, the hour hand will be just before the hour. 

♦ Children read and show analogue time to 5-minute intervals. Children should be confident at counting from 0 to 

60 in steps of 5 so they can then apply this to counting around the clock in fives and use this method to work out 

what time is shown. Children need to recognise that once the minute hand gets past 6 the time is described as 

‘to’ the next hour, rather than ‘past’ the hour. 

♦ Children explore the difference between seconds, minutes, and hours. They decide which activities would be 

measured in each unit of time. Children explore suitable equipment e.g., stopwatches or sand timers to measure 

durations of time. They carry out activities and use suitable equipment to measure how long each activity takes 

e.g., timing how long it takes to run around the playground using a stopwatch. 

♦ Children learn that there are 24 hours in a day and 60 minutes in an hour. Children use clocks to convert minutes 

to hours and minutes. Children should be encouraged to use their knowledge of counting in fives to help them 

convert. 

♦ Children identify the start and end time of an event. They use these times to work out how long an event lasted. 

Children should understand this is the duration of an event. Children use individual clocks and number lines to 

help them work out the duration of an event. They can count in steps of 5 minutes to help them. 

♦ Children compare times using ‘longer’ and ‘shorter.’ They order times from longest to shortest and vice versa. 

Children then compare durations of time taken by particular events. They could explore ways to work out 

durations of time most efficiently, including using empty number lines and using their knowledge that there are 

60 minutes in an hour. 

Year 3:     https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-a1c3 

 

 Children look at the concept of years and months. They are introduced to leap years and how they are different 

from a non-leap year. Children should explore years using calendars to investigate the number of days in each 

month. Rhymes and songs are helpful for children to remember the number of days in each month. 

 Children recap the number of hours in a day and are introduced to language such as ‘noon,’ ‘midday,’ ‘midnight.’ 

They do not need to know the difference between a.m. or p.m. at this point. Other facts such as days in a 

week/month are also reviewed. Attention should be drawn to the difference between a school week and a 

calendar week and between daytime and a day. 

 Children tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes on an analogue clock. They focus on the language of “past” and 

“to” and will recognise and use Roman numerals on a clock face. Attention should be drawn to the differences 

between the minute hand and the hour hand. This is especially important for times that are close to the next 

hour, for example, 5 minutes to 12. 

 Children tell time to the nearest minute using an analogue clock. They use the terms ‘past’ and ‘to.’ When telling 

time ‘To’ the next hour, children may need to count on to find how many minutes are left in the hour. 

 Children use ‘morning,’ ‘afternoon,’ ‘a.m.’ and ‘p.m.’ to describe the time of day. Children continue using 

analogue clocks and will be introduced to digital time for the first time. 

https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-ea81
https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-a1c3


 Children are introduced to telling the time on a 24-hour digital clock for the first time. Children spend time 

looking at analogue and digital clocks at various times throughout the day, in order to compare what is the same 

and what is different. 

 Children find the durations of events using both analogue and digital clocks. They should be given opportunities 

to practically work out durations of time using clocks with moveable hands. Number lines are also a useful 

model. Children explore the most efficient ways of breaking the time down in order to work out the duration. 

For example: half hours, quarter of an hour and five minutes. 

 Children compare durations of time using analogue and digital clocks. They could use empty number lines to 

model the situations as these will assist with bridging over hours. They use their knowledge of addition and 

subtraction, and that there are 60 minutes in an hour, to compare the length of time taken by particular events 

or tasks. 

 Children find start and end times to the nearest minute using both analogue and digital times. They could use 

real clocks with moveable hands whilst learning how to add and subtract times, and then move to number lines 

to help calculate start and end times. Part-whole models could also be used to split longer intervals. 

 Children measure and compare durations of time in seconds. It is important for children to have a realistic sense 

of what time in seconds feels like, as they often count in seconds too quickly. They could use a stopwatch to 

compare, for example, counting to 10 seconds in their heads with the actual timed duration. They recognise that 

there are 60 seconds in one minute and use this to write durations of time in different ways e.g., 80 seconds is 

the same as 1 minute and 20 seconds. 

 

Year4:  https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-aaeb 

 

❖ Children recap the number of minutes in an hour and seconds in a minute from Year 3 They use this knowledge, 

along with their knowledge of multiplication and division to convert between different units of time. 

❖ Children recap the concept of a year, month, week, and day from Year 3 They use this knowledge, along with 

their knowledge of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division to convert between the different units of 

time. 

❖ Children convert between analogue and digital times using a format up to 12 hours. They use a.m. and p.m. to 

distinguish between times in the morning and afternoon. They understand that how many minutes past the 

hour determines the digital time. It is important for children to recognise that digital time need to be written in 

4-digit format. For example, 09:30 a.m. not 9:30 

❖ Children now move on to convert between analogue and digital times using a 24-hour clock They use 12- and 

24-hour digital clocks, and a number line, to explore what happens after midday. 

 

 

 

 

https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/time-aaeb

