Key Stage 2 Homework Information 2021-22
In Years 3 and 4, the children are expected to continually learn, revise and practise a number of key skills regularly at home. These will
be tested on a regular basis in school and you will be informed of your child’s progress in these areas at Parents’ Evenings. These are:
• Reading: we expect all children to be reading regularly at home. This can be from school books, books at home, the library,
newspapers, information leaflets and texts. We do not mind what medium your child chooses to read from and actively
encourage a variety of these but please record questions or conversations that have arisen from this shared learning in the
Reading Diary regularly. Children must always have their school reading book in their book bag to allow individual and silent
reading during the day. We recommend a minimum of 20 minutes per day.
• Weekly spellings: we advise that these are practised daily, in a variety of ways, in order to ensure your child learns patterns in
spellings and how to spell words which do not follow conventional rules, that they will then be able to apply to independent
writing. We follow the No Nonsense Spelling Scheme in KS2 which advocates children having 5 spellings weekly and the focus
being on the spelling patterns and strategies needed to apply these to independent writing.
• Times Tables: We cannot stress enough how important it is for children to be able to recall all of their times table facts as quickly
as possible. We do a variety of challenges that support this learning at school, including 3x weekly times table tests (which
include related division facts), class chanting challenges (which cause great excitement and lots of competitive children and
staff!) It has become statutory for all Year 4 children will be tested on their recall of all times tables. (2x2 through to 12x12).
Results of these will be submitted to the government for national comparisons to be made.
• T-T Rockstars: In September the children will be introduced to our times tables online challenge. This is a fun and engaging way
to ensure children have a sound grasp of the facts at speed. More information will be provided in September, including
individual log in information. Using TT Rockstars regularly supports children in preparing for the Multiplication Check in Year 4.
• Rapid Recall: All children will be working their way through mental arithmetic skills that will support their fluency and recall in
mathematical concepts. To ensure children continually make progress, all sheets will be sent home when completed to enable
the children to celebrate their success with you and for you to support any skills that may be more challenging to your child.
• We really appreciate your support in these key areas and together we can ensure that all children are reaching their full
potential. With this in mind we have decided to move away from the weekly written, recorded homework you will have been
used to and instead we will issue an overview each half term of areas of the curriculum we will be studying and offer suggestions
of activities you may want to carry out, places you may wish to visit (where relevant) and key vocabulary that you may wish to

discuss with your child. There is no obligation to carry out these activities, they do not need to be brought into school and they
will not be regulated but they may well enhance your child’s learning of topics and skills taught in school and may be of interest
to you as a family.
This change has arisen, in line with St Bede’s, as part of the Our Lady of Lourdes MAC, after extensive research, which suggests that
formal homework has little or no bearing on a child’s academic outcomes until they reach GCSE age.
We believe, that basic skills, such as reading and sharing stories with parents, learning to be fluent in times tables and talking to
each other about our experiences is far more important at this age. We hope you do too.
Thank you for your continued support,
Mrs Rooney (Key Stage 2 Leader)

